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U.5, Departmeirt of Yustice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Officz 0f tho Assigtant Atamey Gepewl Washingom, LG, 20530
February 2B, 200%

The Honorable Jo Ann Davis
U.S, House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Davis:

This responds to your letter dated Navember 29, 2004, to former Attorney General
Ashcroft regarding your concems related to patentisl conflicts of jnterest and other problems
within the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the National Flood fnsurance
Program (NFIP). Lt i

We 2ppreciate and share your concern that the people who are served by FEMA and the
NFIP receive effective service, free of any fraud or conflicts of interest. Because of legal and |
cthical considerations, we ¢an neither confirm nor deny the existence of particular matters or
investigations, nor can we discuss the status of any maiter that mzy bé pending it a United States
Artorney's Offics, other than facte on the public record. Az o matter of public record, we can tell
vou that several United States Attvmey=® (ffices have recently procucuted eacas invelving finud
or bribery by FEMA employees or coatract emplayees, including cases in Texas and Virginia

A you may be aware, Uinited States Attomeys® Offices generally do not investigate
allegations of erimes, bur rather prosecute cases develaped by inyestigative agencies. Ifany

= person believes he or she has credible evidence of violations of federal law, they showld contact

the: Jocal branch office of the FBI for information or assistance. Please be assured thar the United
States Attorneys” Offices take all allegntions of criminal condpet very seriously and they
carefully review any investigative evidence presented ta support such allegations in light of the
Principles of Federal Prosecution.

We are sorry thar we cannot be of further agsistance in responding i your concems.
Please do not hesitate ro contact the Department of Justice if we can be of assistance in other
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Sincerely,

W & Msda.
Willram E. Moschella
Assistant Attorney General
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