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Security
TMovember 19, 2004

Robert P. Bchuster, Esquire
250 Veronica Lane, Suite 202
PO, Box 13160

Fackson, Wyoming 83002

Drzar Mr, Schusten

Your letter of Oetober 19, 2004, 1o Inspector General Brvin, received in our office on
October 27, 2004, has been referred 1o me for action.

Your jetter diccusses a telephone call on August 23, 2004, hetween Steven Kanstoroonm
and two empioyees of the Depariment of Homeland Security (DHS), Office of Inspector
{0143, Enc Banks, Assistant Counsel o the !nspcs-tm (eneral, and Katherine A:zar;mur
paralegal in the OI0"s Olfice of Counsel. A similar ponversation occurred on August 27,
2004, between Mr. Kanstoraom and Ms, Elizebeth Redman, OlGs Assistant Inspecior
e zml for Investigations.

According to your letter, Mr. Kanstoroom discussed documernds hie had received from
“government whistleblowers and persons unknown to him” that conserned, among other
matters, alleged nusmanagement and wrongdoing on the part of the Federal Smergency
Management Agency (FEMA } and DHS OIG employees. Furthermore, according to
your letter, “Rather than demonstrating any commiiment to investigate the very serious
is5ues raised by these documents, Mr, Banks instead directed My, Kanstoroom o return
the documents to the govermment and to destroy any copies that he may kave.” Finally,
you say in your letter that the telophone gell between Mr. Kanstoroom and Mr. Banks and
Me. Azarpour was placed on & speakerphone by Mr. Kanstoroom and recorded by a CBS
alfiliate working with lum.

The aeeusations against FEMA and DHS GIG personnel, iﬁ%ﬁi&diﬁg My, Banks, Ms
Azarpour, and Ms. Redman, are extremely sevous, The first step in any ingniry into this
matter is to examme whatever supporting materials exist. Rather than speculate about
what thosze documents contain or about what Mr. Banks and Ms @?&%‘3?@%\" may have said,
or whether vour rendition of those documents and conversations is acourate, the source
matenals themselves apparently are available. Sce generally, Fed. R. Fvid, 1001 -1004,
{source materials, rather than u secondary description of them, constitites the best
evidenco}. Amﬁrcﬁmgh { would greatly sppreciate vour sending me copies of the
docments that Mr. Kanstoroom sllegedly received and of the videotape allegedly made
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by CBE. Oree we reccive this meterial, the 010 will be in 2 pesilion o cetermine
whether [rther inquiry by this office or some other entivy is warrantod,

Docomentary material may be faxed to me at (202) 254-4283, or mailed or delivered to
me adidressed a5 follows:

DBHE/Office of Ingpectar General/STOP 2600
Richard N, Reback, Counsel fo the 3G

(202) 254-4100

245 Murray Dirive, Buldding 410
Washington, DO 20525

A eopy of the videolape also may be sent 10 the same address. DHS ssowrity screening
procedures should not affect the quaiity of the videotape., Howevar, please label the
outsiac of the envelope to mdicate that a videotape is contained inside.

T greatly appreciate vour bringing this matier lo our aftendion and 1 look forward o
receiving the materials.

Sincersly, .

) )
Hichard N. Keback
Counsel to the Inspector General




